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Kleberg County Judge Juan Escobar said he was pleased with a ruling issued Friday by 105th District Court Judge 
Angelica Hernandez in the county’s lawsuit against Uranium Resources Inc., which ordered the company to restore 
groundwater to premining levels. 

Escobar said on Monday that Hernandez’s ruling, which orders URI to honor an agreement it had previously made 
with the county and restore groundwater at a water well located within an area known as the Kingsville Dome, was 
the one the county wanted. Hernandez had previously said no monetary awards would be made in the case. 

“It was a victory for the county, because we were never there for the money,” he said. “We knew about the fact that 
we were not going to get any money. It was about cleaning up the water.” 

Escobar said attorneys for the county and URI would file briefs within the next two weeks to set a timeline for the 
water restoration, adding the county would also seek to recoup some of the costs it accumulated in attorney’s fees. 

Previous estimates from the Kleberg County Auditor’s office put that number at a little more than $340,000, but that 
number does not include payments made over the past few months. 

For now, Escobar said the priority would be getting a time frame on the water restoration. 

“If we leave it openended, they can be there forever and never clean up,” he said.  

 


